
FaiWh ThaW WorkV: HoZ Wo be Happ\ Zhen Whe World iV Falling AparW 
ParW 4: Reliable HappineVV 
JameV 4:13-5:11  
 
INTRO 
 
One of m\ faYoriWe gameV« i haWe iW bXW ofWen can¶W VWop pla\ing iW« I Vee a loW of \oX are good 
aW iW Woo«  
 
Game iV called- ​³:HAT IF´ 

- WhaW if i loVe m\ job? 
- WhaW if I haYe Wo deal ZiWh diVeaVe in m\ famil\? 
- WhaW if WhiV coXnWr\ fallV aparW? 
- WhaW if _____? 

 
:E 
Some of XV are reall\ creaWiYe aW WhiV game.  
 
SWrange WraiW WhaW hXmanV haYe« being able Wo imagine fXWXre VcenarioV and When Zorr\ aboXW 
WhingV WhaW haYen¶W eYen happened \eW and in man\ caVeV Zon¶W in Whe fXWXre eiWher« neYer 
prodXceV happineVV« name a happ\ Zorrier.  
 
:RUU\ LV D FRQVLVWHQW WKLHI RI RXU KDSSLQHVV ​.  
 
BXW God ZanWV XV Wo be happ\... 
 
So Zhere doeV WhiV Zorr\ come from and ZhaW can Ze do aboXW iW? 
 
ThiV mighW challenge \oX- ​OXU OHYHO RI VHOI-UHOLDQFH GHWHUPLQHV RXU OHYHO RI KDSSLQHVV ​. 
 
GOD​- JAMES 
4:13-16 ​ ​Look hege� sok qho has� �Todas og jomoggoq qe age going jo a cegjain joqn and qill 

hjas jhege a seag� We qill do bkhinehh jhege and make a pgofij�� Hoq do sok knoq qhaj sokg 

life qill be like jomoggoq� Yokg life ih like jhe mogning fog¡ij�h hege a lijjle qhile� jhen ij�h 

gone� Whaj sok okghj jo has ih� �If jhe Logd qanjh kh jo� qe qill lipe and do jhih og jhaj�� 

Ojhegqihe sok age boahjing abokj sokg oqn pgejenjiokh planh� and all hkch boahjing ih epil� 

 
³Ummm WhiV VeemV Wo caXVe me more Zorr\« m\ life iV jXVW a fog?´ JameV« ³he\ gXeVV ZhaW 
\oX¶re gonna die!´ 
 
IW¶V Whe realiW\ of life« 10 oXW of 10 Zill die 
He¶V reminding hiV readerV WhaW life iV VhorW 
HiV poinW- Since life iV Vo VhorW, Zh\ ZaVWe iW on Zorr\? 

 



 
And When he highlighWV one of Whe rooW caXVeV of Zorr\« ArroganW Pride« I¶ll e[plain. 

- ³I Zill do WhiV I Zill do WhaW.´ 
- ³I Zill Wake care of an\Whing WhaW comeV m\ Za\´ 
- ³I¶Ye goW WhiV´ 
- Common Wheme? ​ ​³I´ 
- Problem iV, deep doZn Ze all knoZ WhaW« ​:KHQ ZH UHO\ RQ RXUVHOYHV ZH DUH UHO\LQJ 

RQ VRPHRQH ZKR ZLOO PRVW OLNHO\ OHW XV GRZQ​.  
- When Ze look aW oXrVelYeV realiVWicall\ Ze knoZ Ze¶re noW all WhaW poZerfXl 

 
The problem iVn¶W haYing planV. The problem iV Whinking WhaW oXr life dependV on XV and Ze can 
conWrol Whe fXWXre.  
 
IW can be e[haXVWing! 
 
And JameV poinWV oXW hoZ ridicXloXV WhiV Whinking acWXall\ iV« 

- We haYe no conWrol oYer oXr acWXal life or eYen ZhaW happenV in oXr liYeV  
- Life iV VhorW and Ze haYe no idea Zhen iW Zill be gone 
- We don¶W acWXall\ conWrol Whe fXWXre like Ze Whink Ze can 

 
When Ze forgeW Where iV more going on in WhiV Zorld Whan Ze can Vee... Ze forgeW WhaW Ze are all 
Xnder Whe Zill of God.  
 
Do Ze haYe free Zill- \eV. We do make deciVionV for oXrVelYeV and are reVponVible for WhoVe. 
DoeV God alVo direcW eYenWV of oXr liYeV? YeV. If he iV oXWVide of Wime and can hear Whe pra\erV 
Ze Whink VilenWl\ and When do VomeWhing aboXW Whem, he can handle WhiV WaVk, Woo. More Whan 
WhaW, He WANTS Wo help XV! 
 
HoZeYer iW ZorkV, God Va\V ³I loYe \oX and \oX can WrXVW me. YoX can¶W Vee Whe fXWXre, \oX 
can¶W eYen conWrol if \oX Zill haYe anoWher hearWbeaW« If \oX Whink \oXr life dependV on \oX, \oX 
are jXVW fooling \oXrVelf.´ 
 
And Whe reVXlW iV miVer\- We fear oXr planV Zon¶W Zork oXW. ThaW Ze don¶W knoZ enoXgh, haYen¶W 
done enoXgh, haYen¶W WhoXghW WhroXgh iW enoXgh, aren¶W rich enoXgh Wo pXll WhiV Whing off- and 
XnmeW e[pecWaWionV reVXlW in diVappoinWmenW and eYen anger.  
 
SHOI-UHOLDQFH RQO\ DGGV GLVDSSRLQWPHQW DQG H[KDXVWLRQ WR RXU IHDU. 
 
AND JameV iV Va\ing... XlWimaWel\ WhiV Velf-reliance iV an arroganW diVregard for God. Thinking 
eYer\Whing in life dependV compleWel\ on \oX.  
 
There¶V a beWWer Za\«  
 

 



BXW JameV iVn¶W done \eW, firVW Where¶V anoWher aVpecW of WhiV reliance/arrogance Whing WhaW he 
needV Wo WhroZ Vome lighW on«  
 
5:1-3 ​ (JameV geWV fired Xp«) ​Look hege� sok gich people� Weep and ggoan qijh angkihh 

becakhe of all jhe jeggible jgokbleh ahead of sok� Yokg qealjh ih gojjing aqas� and sokg fine 

clojheh age mojh�eajen gagh� Yokg gold and hilpeg age coggoded� The pegs qealjh sok qege 

coknjing on qill eaj aqas sokg flehh like fige� Thih coggoded jgeahkge sok hape hoagded qill 

jehjifs againhj sok on jhe das of jkdgmenj� 

 
³Yeah, Wake WhaW rich people!´ 
 
FirVW​«  if \oX¶re ZaWching WhiV ZiWh elecWriciW\ eiWher on a VmarWphone, compXWer, or WY« 
compared Wo man\ in Whe Zorld \oX ARE rich.  
 
Second ​« JameV iV noW Va\ing being rich iV aXWomaWicall\ bad«  
 
Sa\ing man\ people (ZheWher Whe\ Whink aboXW iW or noW) rel\ on ZealWh Wo make Whem happ\.  
 
³I don¶W do WhaW«´ 
 
:H ​know​ PRUH PRQH\ ZRQ¶W PDNH XV KDSS\, EXW ZH VWLOO ZDQW D FKDQFH WR WU\.  
 
And JameV Va\V« Zeep and groan ZiWh angXiVh« b/c ZhaW \oX¶re rel\ing on, ZhaW \oX Whink 
Zill giYe \oX ZhaW \oX ZanW« happineVV, iV noWhing« iW¶V going Wo roW, iW¶V going Wo go aZa\ 
faVWer Whan \oX can imagine« iW iV compleWel\ Xnreliable.  
 
Rel\ing on ZealWh for happineVV onl\ creaWeV greed.  
 
WhaW are ​\RX​ rel\ing on? 
 
IW LV LPSRVVLEOH WR EH ERWK JUHHG\ DQG KDSS\ ​.​ (³I¶m noW greed\, I jXVW need a liWWle more.´) 
 
5:4-5 ​ ​Fog lihjen� Heag jhe cgieh of jhe field qogkegh qhom sok hape cheajed of jheig pas� The 

cgieh of jhohe qho hagpehj sokg fieldh hape geached jhe eagh of jhe Logd of Heapen�h Agmieh� 

Yok hape hpenj sokg seagh on eagjh in lkrkgs� hajihfsing sokg epegs dehige� Yok hape fajjened 

sokghelpeh fog jhe das of hlakghjeg� 
 
Again, doeVn¶W Va\ ZealWh iV bad« ZealWh can be good if iW¶V Veen WhroXgh God¶V perVpecWiYe« 
a Wool and an opporWXniW\ Wo loYe and care for oWherV.  
 
The problem iV a reliance on ZealWh for oXr happineVV WhaW makeV XV Zilling Wo VelfiVhl\ do 
ZhaWeYer iW WakeV (fighW, lie, cheaW, kill) Wo geW iW  
 

 



And once Ze achieYe ZhaW Ze¶Ye foXghW Vo hard for, Ze neglecW WhoVe Zhom Ze ​could​ help and 
focXV onl\ on oXr ZanWV and deVireV.  
 
:KHQ ZH UHO\ RQ SRVVHVVLRQV ZH XVXDOO\ GHYDOXH SHUVRQV ​.  
 
SLGH-QRWH:​ ³Oh I¶ll be generoXV Zhen I haYe more mone\«´ no \oX Zon¶W. GeneroViW\ iVn¶W an 
amoXnW, iW'V a reliance on God. (JeVXV and Whe ZidoZ) 
 
So ZhaW do Ze do inVWead?  ​Change oXr perVpecWiYe.  
 
5:7-8 ​ ​Deag bgojhegh and hihjegh� ​ ​be pajienj ah sok ​qaij​ fog jhe Logd�h gejkgn� Conhideg jhe 

fagmegh qho pajienjls ​qaij​ fog jhe gainh in jhe fall and in jhe hpging� Thes eagegls look fog jhe 

palkable hagpehj jo gipen� Yok� joo� mkhj be ​pajienj​� Take ​cokgage ​� fog jhe coming of jhe Logd 

ih neag 

 
AQ HWHUQDO SHUVSHFWLYH OHW¶V XV HQMR\ HYHU\ PRPHQW.  
 
When Ze admiW WhaW iW¶V impoVVible Wo be happ\ rel\ing on an\Whing oWher Whan God, Ze are able 
Wo be paWienW and ZaiW for God Wo do ZhaW he Va\V he Zill do.  
 
JameV Va\V, ³Take coXrage´ = oppoViWe of Zorr\« in oWher ZordV 
 
:K\ ZRUU\ ZKHQ ZH FDQ ZDLW? 
 
He promiVeV WhaW he Zill Wake care of XV and WhaW XlWimaWel\ Zill Xndo eYer\ pain and eYer\ Wear.  
 
We mighW noW eYen Vee iW in WhiV life« bXW JFV knoZ Where¶V more Whan jXVW WhiV life.  

- JeVXV iV coming back Wo end Whe diYiVion, pain, and VXffering WhaW Ze feel like deep doZn 
doeVn¶W reall\ belong here. 

 
And Zhen Ze haYe WhaW perVpecWiYe Ze don¶W haYe Wo Zorr\ aboXW Whe ³ZhaW if¶V´« bc God¶V 
alread\ promiVed ZhaW WILL BE« Ze can paWienWl\ endXre, and aW Whe Vame Wime enjo\ Whe life 
God haV giYen XV.  
 
We are finiWe, Ze Zill die, bXW God iV eWernal and Ze can knoZ WhaW ZhaWeYer Whe fXWXre bringV 
XV, he Zill be Where and he Zill noW be VXrpriVed.  
 
FarmerV ZaiW paWienWl\ for Wheir cropV Wo groZ. The\ WORK (don¶W jXVW ViW and do noWhing) and 
Whe\ WAIT Wo Vee Whe reVXlWV 

- BXr\ Whe Veed and Vee noWhing happening for a Zhile, 
- BXW Whe\ knoZ WhaW if Whe\ are paWienW and depend on God for Whe rain and Wo groZ Whe 

VeedV Where Zill be a crop Wo harYeVW.  
 

 



The Vame iV WrXe for a JF.  
 
IW¶V noW WhaW Ze don¶W plan or Zork- FarmerV do plenW\ of boWh. The\ Zork and ZaiW, boWh.  
 
When Ze WrXVW WhaW God iV Zho he Va\V he iV and Zill do ZhaW he Va\V he Zill do« Ze are able 
Wo plan, do oXr beVW, and When reVW and leaYe Whe reVXlWV Wo God.  
 
HoZ do \oX knoZ if \oX are rel\ing on God? Here¶V a WeVW Wo help.  
 
9. 5:9 ​ ​Don�j ggkmble abokj each ojheg� bgojhegh and hihjegh� og sok qill be jkdged� Fog 

look¡jhe Jkdge ih hjanding aj jhe doog� 

 
FYI: GrXmbling and complaining iV noW being paWienW.  
 
CRPSODLQLQJ LV SURRI WKDW ZH DUHQ¶W UHO\LQJ RQ GRG IRU RXU KDSSLQHVV. 
 
Happ\ complainer? 
 
SXP LW XS... 
If ZhaW JeVXV Vaid and VhoZed aboXW God iV WrXe«. ​(H[SDQG)​ When Ze can VWarW Veeing oXr liYeV 
aV Whe\ WrXl\ are« in Whe handV of a loYing God, Whe\ are VhorW bXW Whe\ haYe infiniWe meaning 
and pXrpoVe.  
 
OXU UHOLDQFH VKDSHV RXU SHUVSHFWLYH DQG RXU SHUVSHFWLYH VKDSHV RXU UHDOLW\ ​.  
When Ze rel\ on God Ze gain hiV perVpecWiYe 
We reVW in hiV XlWimaWe loYe and care 
When Ze rel\ on Him, Ze Vee oXr Zorld and oXr challengeV from hiV perVpecWiYe. 
 
<O8​- HoZ do Ze do WhiV? 
 
POD\ D QHZ YHUVLRQ RI :KDW II​«  
 
When Whe XVXal ³ZhaW if¶V´ VWarW forcing Wheir Za\ in« change Whe qXeVWion... 
:KDW LI GRG KHDUV PH, VHHV PH, NQRZV PH, DQG ORYHV PH?  
:KDW LI GRG KDV P\ EHVW LQWHUHVW LQ PLQG? 
:KDW LI I FDQ UHO\ RQ JHVXV? 

- EYen if Jf for \earV. SomeWimeV Ze need a reliance reminder.  
- M\ neZ roXWine ​- ³God here¶V ZhaW I¶m Zorried aboXW« noZ iW¶V \oXr problem. Good 

nighW.´ 
- Wh\ am I Zorr\ing Zhen I can ZaiW on \oX? 

 
RHDG: MDWWKHZ 6:19-34.  
And remember« God direcWV and he XlWimaWel\ proYideV, bXW Ze VWill need Wo do oXr parW.  
We do oXr parW, bXW Ze alVo ZaiW on God Wo do hiV.  

 



 
JXVW faWaliVm/ZiVhfXl Whinking. IV Where an\ proof WhaW Ze can rel\ on God?  

- JeVXV. (GoVpel)- For God Vo loYed Whe Zorld 
 
:E 
Life iV VhorW.  
Wh\ ZaVWe iW Zorr\ing aboXW WhingV WhaW mighW or mighW noW happen? 
Wh\ ZaVWe iW e[haXVWing \oXrVelf b\ Wr\ing Wo rel\ on \oXrVelf for \oXr happineVV? 
Wh\ ZaVWe iW fighWing for ZealWh WhaW Zon¶W do ZhaW iW promiVeV and Zon¶W eYen laVW? 
 
 
WhaW if WhiV iV WrXe?  
WhaW if JeVXV ZaV righW?  
WhaW if God iV real?  
WhaW if he hearV \oX, VeeV \oX, knoZV \oX?  
And loYeV \oX enoXgh Wo die for \oX before \oX coXld eYer do an\Whing Wo earn iW? 
 
HaV ZhaW \oX¶Ye been doing Zorking? 
Self-reliance onl\ leadV Wo fear, an[ieW\, VWreVV, Zorr\ 
Can Ze be Zilling Wo Wr\ WrXVWing God ZiWh one Zeek, or eYen one Vingle ViWXaWion if WhaW¶V Woo 
mXch righW noZ? 
 
JHVXV-​ Can all \oXr ZorrieV add a Vingle momenW Wo \oXr life?  
 
:KHQ \RX FKRRVH WR UHO\ RQ GRG \RX FKRRVH D UHOLDEOH KDSSLQHVV.  
 
 
QXeVWionV 

1. Think of a mXVic/moYie/book reference WhaW e[emplifieV \oXr cXrrenW VWaWe of 
Velf-reliance. 

 
2. Read MaWWheZ 6:19-34. WhaW VWandV oXW Wo \oX? Pick a Wheme from WhiV paVVage 

(Velf-reliance, focXV, Zorr\) and relaWe iW Wo \oXr cXrrenW ViWXaWion.  
 

3. In ZhaW areaV doeV iW Veem Wo be a challenge Wo rel\ on God righW noZ? WhaW barrierV do 
\oX Vee ZiWh WhaW and hoZ can \oXr groXp pra\ for \oX? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


