
A G]]d Yeag  

Â Pejeg Â�Ä�È 

 

WE​�​ Happy New Year. And I mean it. I hope ÃÁÃÂ is a happy year for you.  

 

Question… ​We aYY h]de ÃÁÃÂ qiYY be bejjeg jha[ ÃÁÃÁ… bkj qhaj if ij�h []j 

 

We have this hope that turning the page on a calendar will make everything better.. Especially after ÃÁÃÁ. 

 

But reality is…​ A[ agbijgags [kZbeg ][ a caYe[dag ih[�j g]i[g j] cha[ge ]kg ckgge[j geaYijs​… 

 

We often think that life is a series of hills… highs and lows… try to stay on the highs and have as many as possible… 

good days / bad days. Good years / bad years 

 

Every new year a chance to reset and have a good year. Which works. Until the Âst bad thing happens. And the next. 

Then the year is ruined. And it’s only January Ãnd. 

 

Reality is life is like train tracks... one side bad one side good both coming at you at the same time.  

 

N] Zajjeg qhaj seag ij ih… Yife ih hagd ​�  
 

And yes, we all have a choice of which side of tracks to focus on… but for the JF there’s more… the train is headed 

somewhere… and we know where… 

 

ÃÁÃÂ q][�j be a c]ZdYeje gehej� bkj ij ca[ be a [eq begi[[i[g�  

 

Peter talks about this idea... 

 

GOD� ​  ​Â Pejeg Â�Äa​ ​AYY dgaihe j] G]d� jhe Fajheg ]f ]kg L]gd Jehkh Chgihj� Ij ih bs hih ggeaj Zegcs jhaj qe hape bee[ 

b]g[ agai[� becakhe G]d gaihed Jehkh Chgihj fg]Z jhe dead� 

 

That’s the core of Xianity. ​A hi[gYe epe[j​.  
Not a set of teachings, way of thinking, pathway to knowledge/enlightenment, or even a set of behaviors/actions.  

 

B/c of God’s loving mercy... He came, died, and rose again. And has offered us a perfect relationship with him now 

and forever and a new life of transformation... Simply by trusting in his forgiveness. 

 

Jehkh caZe bacX j] Yife j] gipe kh a [eq Yife�  

 

And a solid hope for our ultimate future… the final destination of the life train…  

 

Completely changes how we view our current situation…  

 

Â�Äb�Æ ​N]q qe Yipe qijh ggeaj erdecjaji][� a[d qe hape a dgiceYehh i[hegija[ce¡a[ i[hegija[ce jhaj ih Xedj i[ 

heape[ f]g s]k� dkge a[d k[defiYed� bes][d jhe geach ]f cha[ge a[d decas� A[d jhg]kgh s]kg faijh� G]d ih 



dg]jecji[g s]k bs hih d]qeg k[jiY s]k geceipe jhih haYpaji][� qhich ih geads j] be gepeaYed ][ jhe Yahj das f]g aYY j] 

hee� 

 

Faith/Trust… Trust that Jesus died and rose again for you.  

Trust that a new eternal life and future ¥As paul says in EPh.¦ is Sealed by HS/ Secure/ Promised… you didn’t do 

anything to earn it can’t do anything to lose it…  

 

No events, feelings, difficulties can destroy what God himself has promised and is protecting.  

 

If you trust it… will change your perspective and life 

 

RESULT? Peace. Confidence. Happiness. Starting right now. 

 

A Jehkh F]YY]qeg�h h]de f]g jhe fkjkge aYY]qh jheZ j] e[j]s j]das�  

 

Next is the key for us... 

 

Â�Ç ​S] be jgkYs gYad� Thege ih q][degfkY j]s ahead� epe[ jh]kgh s]k Zkhj e[dkge Za[s jgiaYh f]g a YijjYe qhiYe� 

 

Realistic Hope- Things WILL BE difficult right now… BUT we can experience joy now b/c there is wonderful joy ahead 

 

See, the secret is not ignoring difficulties or wishing them away with positive thinking, even trying to complain them 

away…  

 

It is looking the real world square in the face… acknowledging that things stink right now and probably won’t be 

better for a while…  

 

BUT this is not forever… what awaits a Jesus Follower is infinitely better and longer lasting than what we are enduring 

now.  

 

ReaY h]de aYY]qh kh j] deghepege i[ jhe geaY q]gYd�  

 

JiZ C]YYi[h ​, “Good To Great”… Jim Stockdale. Medal of Honor. POW in Vietnam for over È years.  

 

Asked who didn’t make it out…  

 
Oh, that's eas\, the optimists. Oh, the\ were the ones who said, 'We're going to be out b\ Christmas.' And Christmas would 
come, and Christmas would go. Then the\'d sa\, 'We're going to be out b\ Easter.' And Easter would come, and Easter 
would go. And then Thanksgiving, and then it would be Christmas again. And the\ died of a broken heart. This is a ver\ 
important lesson. You must never confuse faith that \ou will prevail in the end²which \ou can never afford to lose²with 
the discipline to confront the most brutal facts of \our current realit\, whatever the\ might be. 
 

�JiZ Sj]cXdaYe 

 



Wishful thinking, denial, complaining, blaming, doing nothing… none of it makes things better.  In fact, makes things 

worse… 

 

We need to face the facts that life is hard, it always has been, it always will be...  

 

BUT someday it won’t be this way… a reality more real than the pain we experience now is waiting for us and being 

held for us by the one who paid for it for us.  

 

No matter what you go through… I know some of you have been through the closest thing to hell in the last year… 

there is something better coming… all things sad will be undone.  

 

Rep� ÃÂ�Äb�Å 

He qiYY Yipe qijh jheZ� a[d jhes qiYY be hih de]dYe� G]d hiZheYf qiYY be qijh jheZ� He qiYY qide epegs jeag fg]Z 

jheig eseh� a[d jhege qiYY be [] Z]ge deajh ]g h]gg]q ]g cgsi[g ]g dai[� AYY jhehe jhi[gh age g][e f]gepeg�� 

 

Sounds like wishful thinking right? 

 

I’d agree… sometimes I start to… then ¥sometimes longer than I’d like¦ I remember…but- ​Ij�h ][Ys qihhfkY jhi[Xi[g if 

jhege�h [] dg]]f​… And I remember that Jesus, himself, said… 

 

J]h[ ÂÇ�ÄÄb​ Hege ][ eagjh s]k qiYY hape Za[s jgiaYh a[d h]gg]qh� Bkj jaXe heagj I hape ]pegc]Ze jhe q]gYd�  

 

And then he not only overcame the world... he overcame death just like he said he would.  

 

Jehkh� gehkggecji][ ih dg]]f jhaj ]kg ckgge[j Yife ih []j ]kg fi[aY Yife ​. 
 

And as we wait for that final life… we don’t just sit back and hunker down… we have a role to play… make this world 

as close to heaven as possible… to give others a taste of what they can experience someday too.  

  

Â�È ​Thehe jgiaYh qiYY hh]q jhaj s]kg faijh ih ge[ki[e� Ij ih bei[g jehjed ah fige jehjh a[d dkgifieh g]Yd¡jh]kgh s]kg 

faijh ih fag Z]ge dgeci]kh jha[ Zege g]Yd� S] qhe[ s]kg faijh geZai[h hjg][g jhg]kgh Za[s jgiaYh� ij qiYY bgi[g s]k 

Zkch dgaihe a[d gY]gs a[d h][]g ][ jhe das qhe[ Jehkh Chgihj ih gepeaYed j] jhe qh]Ye q]gYd� 

 

Remember a few episodes ago--- Difficulties are an opportunity to practice trust.  

 

Faith not just belief.. But a trust that inspires action… ​FaijhÞ a jgkhj jhaj i[hdigeh acji][�  

 

A faith that ¥as Paul says in Galatians¦ expresses itself in love.  

 

We ca[ khe Yife�h diffickYjieh j] ZaXe Yife bejjeg f]g ]jhegh NOW�  

 

Allow the trials to refine a faith that expresses itself in love NOW.  

Allow the trials to make you more sympathetic and empathetic… seeing this brutal world for what it is and realizing 

that the person your faith is founded on is the one thing those around us need right NOW.  

Allow the trials to show you where God is working and where he is carrying you right NOW  



Allow the trials to teach you empathy, to love like Jesus loves NOW.  

 

YOU�  

We aYY h]de ÃÁÃÂ qiYY be bejjeg jha[ ÃÁÃÁ… bkj qhaj if ij�h []j� A[ agbijgags [kZbeg ][ a caYe[dag ih[�j g]i[g j] 

cha[ge ]kg ckgge[j geaYijs� N] Zajjeg qhaj seag ij ih… Yife ih hagd ​� ​ ​ÃÁÃÂ q][�j be a c]ZdYeje gehej� bkj ij ca[ be a 

[eq begi[[i[g�  Jehkh caZe bacX j] Yife j] gipe kh a [eq Yife� A Jehkh F]YY]qeg�h h]de f]g jhe fkjkge aYY]qh jheZ j] 

e[j]s j]das� ReaY h]de aYY]qh kh j] deghepege i[ jhe geaY q]gYd� Ij�h ][Ys qihhfkY jhi[Xi[g if jhege�h [] dg]]f� Jehkh� 

gehkggecji][ ih dg]]f jhaj ]kg ckgge[j Yife ih []j ]kg fi[aY Yife​. ​FaijhÞ a jgkhj jhaj i[hdigeh acji][�​ ​We ca[ khe Yife�h 

diffickYjieh j] ZaXe Yife bejjeg f]g ]jhegh NOW�​ ​Ä ch]iceh j] ZaXe ÃÁÃÂ a [eq begi[[i[g…  

 

See geaYijs f]g qhaj ij ih 

- This feels impossibly difficult. This hurts more than I ever thought something could.  

- This isn’t fair. It’s not what I wanted. I don’t like this.  

 

Tgkhj Jehkh f]g qh] he ih 

- Accept Offer 

- You promised you would ALWAYS be with me and NEVER leave me 

- You promised that I am yours forever 

- You promised an eternal life now and with you forever  

 

MaXe jhih q]gYd bejjeg jha[ ij ih� 

- Through Jesus’ empowering… play your part... 

- One person at a time 

- Who do you want me to love for you today? 

 

WE 

ÃÁÂÊ wasn’t that great 

ÃÁÃÁ was even worse 

ÃÁÃÂ probably won°t be much better. Even if it is, it won’t live up to ALL of our expectations. 

 

But what if this is all true… 

What if there is more to our world than we can see… 

What if we didn’t have to fear an unknown future 

What if we didn’t have to fear death… 

When you don’t fear death you don’t fear much…  

 

What could your life begin to be if you chose to face reality, trust Jesus, and work with him to change the world 

around us for the better right NOW; TODAY? 

 

Whe[ qe jkg[ epegs diffickYjs i[j] a[ ]dd]gjk[ijs j] jgkhj Jehkh� epegs diffickYjs ih a[ ]dd]gjk[ijs f]g a [eq 

begi[[i[g� 

 

Questions 

Â. How do you feel about the “New Year” as a holiday? Why is that? 



Ã. Read Ã Cor Æ:ÂÆ-ÃÂ. In your own words, what do you think this says about Jesus followers? How do you feel 

about that? 

Ä. Jon encouraged us to “see reality for what it is, trust Jesus for who he is, and work with Jesus to make this 

world better than it is”. What does that look like for you moving forward and how can your group pray for you 

in this? 

 

 

 

SkZZags 
Every New Year’s Eve we hope the next year will be a reset and that this will finally be a “good year.” Unfortunately 
life doesn’t work that way. The good and the bad always come at us at the same time. Even though we can’t 
guarantee a ”good year,” Jesus offers us something better… a new beginning in the middle of our real life.  
 
Edih]de BgeaXd]q[� 
Á:ÁÁ  
 

 Don°t forget to subscribe :¦  https://bit.ly/yourcrosscreek 
 

 Let us know you°re here! Comment, or https://bit.ly/wlcmccc 
 
SHOW NOTES: 
 
❅​ Notes ² Questions: ​https://www.yourcrosscreek.com/media/ÃÁÃÁ-ÂÃ-ÂÄ_cg.pdf 
❅​ Transcript: ​https://www.yourcrosscreek.com/media/ÃÁÃÁ-ÂÃ-ÂÄ.pdf 
❅​ Ask for Prayer or Questions: ​https://www.yourcrosscreek.com/welcome/ 
 
❅​ ¾forSalem JANUARY Opportunity: Pay it Backward! Treat someone in the drive-thru behind you! Hand the 
attendant a ¾forSalem card so let them know it’s because you believe God is for them, and that they matter! Get your 
cards here:  
https://www.yourcrosscreek.com/welcome/ 
 

❅​ ¾forSalem Opportunity: Help out Church ³ The Park! ​https://www.church-at-the-park.org/ 
 

❅​ ¾SalemOregon ¾local Giveaways ¥Happening on Social Media later this week¦ 
- Enter to win this week on Social Media:  Epilogue Kitchen- ​https://epilogue-kitchen.square.site/ 
- This week’s winner: Isaac’s Downtown- ​https://www.isaacsdowntown.com/ 
 
❅​ Suggested Bible Readings:  
Ephesians Â:ÂÄ-ÂÅ, Revelation ÃÂ:Ä-Å, John ÂÇ:ÄÄ - 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?searchÞEphesiansÛÂÚÄAÂÄ-ÂÅÚÃCÛÛRevelationÛÃÂÚÄAÄ-ÅÚÃCÛJohnÛÂÇÚ
ÄAÄÄ²versionÞNLT 
 
❅​ Music we listened to making this episode:  
Enya: May it Be- ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?vÞntÄGgoÂCEÄg 
Less is Moi: Yo Yo Ma- ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?vÞrhofmsgVnPÉ 
For King ² Country: Fight on, Fighter- ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?vÞÃjHLÊ_zijiQ 
 
❅​ Subscribe to the Podcast ² listen on the go: 
https://www.yourcrosscreek.com/messages/¾podcast 
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