
So What About…? 2026 

Part 6: What Is the Church? Jesus’ Original Vision (And How We Lost It) 

Matthew 16:13–18; Acts 2:1–12; Ephesians 4:11–13 

 

Summary: The Church is meant to be a Spirit-empowered movement, not just a place to attend. How can we 

rediscover Jesus’ original vision for the Church?  

 

Main Ideas: 

The Church started as an irresistible, Spirit-filled community of love, healing, and transformation. 

Somewhere along the way, we lost sight of what Jesus created the Church to be. 

The Church is a Spirit-filled people Jesus is forming to help our neighbors discover, enjoy, and share the life he offers. 

Church isn’t just somewhere you go. It’s something you become together. 

Jesus created the Church to bring life to the world. 

The Church cannot fulfill its purpose through human effort alone. 

The Spirit came to form a new kind of human community… a people shaped by the life and love of Jesus. 

The Church works best when everyone participates. 

Participation creates transformation. 

The Church is what happens when ordinary people are filled with the Spirit of Jesus to fulfill the mission of Jesus.  

 

Invitation: 

Choose to become rooted in what Jesus is forming at Crosscreek. 

Ask the Holy Spirit: “What would it look like for me to participate instead of just observe?” 

 

 

Transcript: 

 

IN: Hope you enjoyed your memorial day weekend.  

 

Might not know it but last Sunday was actually an important day in the Church calendar… Pentecost Sunday.  

-​ Pentecost is the moment the Church came alive. 

-​ When the Holy Spirit came upon the first Jesus-followers, and empowered them to boldly announce the 

resurrection of Jesus to people from every nation and language. 

 

And as we see the story continues in the book of Acts… ordinary people begin changing. 

-​ Fearful people become courageous. 

-​ Divided people become family. 

-​ Self-centered people become radically generous. 

-​ And this small movement of Jesus-followers begins changing the world. 

 

The Church started as an irresistible, Spirit-filled community of love, healing, and transformation. 

-​ It feels like the kind of community people are actually searching for. 

 

But it raises an uncomfortable question…  

-​ If this is how the Church started… Why do so many people today feel disconnected from what we call church? 

 



Let’s be honest…  

-​ Some people have experienced guilt instead of grace. 

-​ Performance instead of transformation. 

-​ Judgment instead of healing. 

-​ Rules without relationship. 

-​ Religion without the love of Jesus. 

 

So people ask questions like… 

-​ Why does church matter? 

-​ Why gather together weekly? 

-​ Why not just follow Jesus privately? 

-​ Why does church sometimes feel fake, political, shallow, or even harmful? 

 

And maybe the reason is… somewhere along the way, we lost sight of what Jesus created the Church to be. 

 

So together let’s rediscover together/remind ourselves what the Church was designed to be… 

-​ Why Crosscreek was created in the first place 

-​ and how the Holy Spirit still wants to bring that vision to life today. 

 

Because the Church isn’t just a place people go. It’s a Spirit-filled people Jesus is forming to help our neighbors 

discover, enjoy, and share the life he offers. 

 

And for those of you exploring faith… today you’re getting to hear the heartbeat of what Jesus intended his Church to 

be. 

-​ As you listen, I hope you see just how much God loves you… and that Jesus may be inviting you into 

something more beautiful than you expected. 

-​ And I really believe you aren’t here today by accident. 

 

GOD: Let’s start at the beginning with Jesus himself…  

 

One day, Jesus takes his disciples to a place called Caesarea Philippi. 

 

It was a powerful symbol of the Roman world. 

-​ Temples to pagan gods filled the city. 

-​ There was even worship to Caesar himself… the message of the Empire was clear: Caesar is lord. 

 

Caesarea Philippi represented power. 

-​ Wealth. Religion. Empire. 

 

And standing in the shadow of all of that… Jesus asks his disciples a question. 

 

Matthew 16:13-18 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other 

prophets.” Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 



the living God.” Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to 

you. You did not learn this from any human being. Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon 

this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.  

 

We can't just rush past this… This is the first time Jesus mentions the Church.  

-​ And what he actually says is so important 

 

The word Matthew records Jesus using here is Ekklesia. 

-​ It didn’t mean a building. Wasn’t a religious word.  

-​ It meant an assembly. 

-​ A gathered people united around a shared purpose. 

 

In other words, Jesus wasn’t talking about creating a place people attend once a week. 

-​ He was creating a people. 

 

Church isn’t just somewhere you go. It’s something you become together. 

 

And the purpose of this community wasn’t just religious activity. 

-​ It wasn’t just maintaining an institution. 

-​ Keeping a religious show going every week 

-​ Or keeping members comfortable. 

 

Jesus pictures the Church advancing with a kind of life that even death cannot overcome. 

-​ Not escaping the world. 

-​ Not hiding from darkness. 

 

Moving toward brokenness... 

-​ Carrying the life, love, healing, forgiveness, hope, reconciliation, and restoration of Jesus into the world.  

 

Jesus created the Church to bring life to the world. 

 

But imagine how impossible this must have sounded to the disciples. 

-​ They had no political power. 

-​ No wealth. No buildings. No influence. 

 

Just a small group of ordinary, fearful people standing in the shadow of the Roman Empire. 

-​ And yet Jesus says they will become part of something death itself cannot stop. 

 

Which gives me so much hope for us. 

 

Because God has never needed a massive crowd, a huge budget, or a perfect organization to bring life to a city. 

-​ He works through ordinary people who are willing join his mission together. 

 

How? 

 



After Jesus rose from the dead, he told his followers to wait. 

-​ Then he ascended to heaven. 

-​ And all they really knew to do was wait together. 

 

And honestly, they were probably terrified. 

 

Then something happens. 

 

Acts 2:1-4 

On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from 

heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like 

flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

 

The people outside hear this commotion and suddenly they hear these disciples declaring the good news of Jesus in 

their own languages.  

 

And Peter stands up and explains what’s happening. 

 

He boldly declares the resurrection of Jesus… and about 3,000 people become followers of Jesus that day. 

 

Think about what just happened. 

 

These disciples had already spent years with Jesus. 

-​ They had heard his teaching. 

-​ Seen his miracles. 

-​ Witnessed the resurrection. 

-​ They believed the truth about Jesus. 

-​ They were together in community. 

 

But the movement didn’t become the world-changing force Jesus intended until the Holy Spirit empowered them. 

 

And what was that empowerment for? 

-​ Not just worship. 

-​ Not just an encounter with God. 

-​ Not just personal transformation 

 

On Pentecost the Holy Spirit empowered ordinary people to boldly carry the life of Jesus into the world. 

 

Suddenly fearful people become courageous. 

-​ Barriers between nations and languages begin breaking down. 

-​ And thousands of people begin discovering the hope of Jesus. 

 

This is exactly what Jesus promised: a Spirit-filled people carrying a kind of life that even death itself cannot stop. 

 



The Church cannot fulfill its purpose through human effort alone. 

 

Without the Spirit, 

-​ church becomes performance, pressure, burnout, obligation… empty religion. 

 

But with the Spirit, 

-​ people change, barriers break, healing happens, courage rises, generosity grows, and forgiveness becomes 

possible. 

 

The Holy Spirit didn’t come only to give isolated spiritual experiences. 

 

The Spirit came to form a new kind of human community… a people shaped by the life and love of Jesus. 

 

So how do we rediscover that vision today?  

 

The Apostle Peter describes the Church like this… 1 Peter 2:9-10 …you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a 

holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of 

the darkness into his wonderful light. Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people.  

 

This is who the Church is: a people called out of darkness into light… so that we can show the goodness of God to the 

world together. 

 

Each person in this community has a part to play. 

 

And Jesus never intended us to figure that out alone. 

 

So he gave the Church leaders, teachers, shepherds, and encouragers whose role is not to perform ministry for 

everyone else… but to equip ordinary people to live the way of Jesus in everyday life. 

 

As the Apostle Paul shows in his letter to the Ephesians.  

 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 

teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 

 

In other words, the Church works best when everyone participates. 

 

We gather not only to encounter God personally… but to be formed into people who carry the love of Jesus into the 

world together. 

 

That means when you show up here, you’re not just showing up for yourself. 

 

Your presence matters. 

-​ A conversation. A prayer. A smile at the door. Sitting with someone who feels alone. 

 



The Holy Spirit uses ordinary moments like these to help people discover that God is not against them… but for them. 

 

And when you serve, you’re not just filling a position. 

-​ You’re helping create a community where people can experience the love of Jesus in tangible ways. 

 

When you give, you’re not paying religious dues. 

-​ You’re helping create a community where families are encouraged, skeptics are welcomed, kids are discipled, 

people are cared for, and Salem gets a clearer picture of Jesus. 

-​ You’re investing in something eternal. 

 

And what’s amazing is… 

-​ When we stop seeing church as something we consume… and start seeing it as something we participate in… 

-​ Real transformation starts 

 

Participation creates transformation. 

-​ Serving changes you. 

-​ Generosity changes you. 

-​ Carrying someone else’s burden changes you. 

-​ Community changes you. 

 

When you stop being a spectator and become a participant, your perspective begins to shift. 

 

You stop asking only: “What did I get out of this?” 

 

And you begin asking: 

-​ Who did I encourage today? 

-​ Who can I invite? 

-​ How is Jesus shaping me to love people Monday through Saturday? 

 

YOU: 

So maybe your next step is to stop watching from the edges… and start becoming part of the community Jesus is 

building here. 

 

Here’s my invitation to all of us: Choose to become rooted in what Jesus is forming at Crosscreek. 

-​ Don’t just attend occasionally. 

-​ Help make this the kind of community people can belong to, heal in, grow through, and invite others into. 

 

This isn’t a guilt trip this is an invitation to join something important 

 

Because we’re not trying to build a religious event. 

-​ We’re not trying to keep a Sunday service alive. 

-​ We’re asking what kind of people Jesus is forming us to become for the sake of our neighbors and our city. 

 

That might mean putting this gathering on the calendar as a genuine priority instead of an afterthought. 

Ask: “What would it look like for me to participate instead of just observe?” 



 

And ask the Holy Spirit where he is inviting you to step in. 

-​ Maybe it’s helping make Sundays a place where new people feel safe, seen, and welcomed. 

-​ Maybe it’s joining the conversation instead of staying on the edges. 

-​ Maybe it’s generosity. 

-​ Maybe it’s inviting someone who has been burned by church but is still open to Jesus. 

-​ Maybe it’s making room for people who are still figuring out what they believe. 

-​ Maybe it’s loving your neighbors more intentionally. 

 

Because church was never meant to stop at personal inspiration. 

-​ We gather so the Spirit can transform us… and then send us back out carrying the love of Jesus into Salem. 

-​ And as we participate in that mission together, the Holy Spirit transforms us in the process. 

 

WE:  What would it be like to become a community like this? 

 

A people who see themselves as part of bringing the life of Jesus to our neighbors and our city. 

 

Imagine if Sundays became the starting point of a week of living out our God given purpose in the world  

-​ A place where people can begin discovering a God who is for them, not against them. 

-​ A people being equipped to love their neighbors beyond these walls. 

-​ A community helping Salem discover, enjoy, and share the life Jesus offers… together. 

-​ Not just in this room, but in homes, workplaces, schools, neighborhoods, and ordinary conversations all over 

our city. 

 

Imagine what could happen if we truly saw ourselves as a people joined together in the mission of Jesus. 

-​ Maybe loneliness would begin giving way to community. 

-​ Maybe disillusionment would give way to purpose. 

-​ Maybe fear would give way to courage. 

-​ Maybe people who thought they were done with church would discover they were never done with Jesus. 

 

This is the Church Jesus envisioned. 

-​ This is the kind of community the Holy Spirit came to form and empower. 

-​ And every one of us is invited to participate. 

 

This is who we can become together as we listen to and follow the Spirit of God together. 

 

Because… This is why Crosscreek exists.  

 

The Church is not a place we go. 

The Church is what happens when ordinary people are filled with the Spirit of Jesus to fulfill the mission of Jesus. 


